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Can God? — Part 2

Last time, we looked at Psalm 78 and I'd like
to continue with that study today, and the
guestion goes forth, “Can God?” The people of
Israel asked that question in this psalm, and of
course,, they asked that in more than one
place in the Old Testament. And we looked at
that question, “Can God?” and we saw the
condition of the people of Israel and verses 20
and 41 show that they were faithless. The
people of Israel were also forgetful, and they
were also foolish. That is the condition of the
people of Israel as we see it in the Bible.

And next, we looked at the character of their
God. We saw His promises. God kept His
promises to the children of Israel and He
keeps His promises even today to us. He keeps
His promises to those who trust Him. He says,
“If you come to me I will in no wise cast you
out.” In other words, He gives to all of those
people who come to Him, faith believing; He
gives to those individuals. To us who believe in
Him, to those of us who have trusted Him, to
anyone who calls upon His name to save them,
He gives each one of us eternal life. The Bible
says that He will not take that away from us.
We have eternal life and that eternal life is in
His Son, Jesus Christ. We come to that saving
knowledge by asking Jesus to come into our
heart. We’re willing to turn from our sin.

And I'll have you know today that, if you're
trusting in your own self to turn from your sin,
you can’t do that. You must ask Jesus Christ to
do it for you. It's a free gift. The gift of eternal
life comes through Jesus Christ and if you
don’t take that free gift, you don’t get the gift.
He’ll take your sin upon Himself. The Bible
says that He became sin for us who knew no
sin that we might be made the righteousness
of God. That gives me, every time | think of

that, 1 get somewhat of a chill bump that goes
up and down my spine, because God gave His
only begotten Son for me that I could go to
Heaven, and He wants to do that for you today
if you'll just simply trust Him and ask Him to
come into your heart.

You see, God hasn’t changed from the time
we're reading about the children of Israel. He’s
still a God who keeps His word. He is God.
Everything God has promised He will do, and
there are some verses in the Bible, and we’ve
read this the last time, that bear out the fact
that He keeps His promises. In Romans 4:21,
it says, And being fully persuaded that, what
he had promised, he was able also to perform.
In Titus 1:2, it says, In hope of eternal life...
that means an assurance... which God that
cannot lie promised before the world began.

Well, we also looked at God’s performance. In
Psalm 78:4, it talked about not hiding from
their children, showing to the generation to
come the praises of the Lord and His strength
and His wonderful works that He had done. In
other words, the children of Israel were to
convey all the things that God had done for
them, and this was to be passed down from
generation to generation. In verse 12 of Psalm
78, it says, Marvellous things did he in the
sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in
the field of Zoan. This evidence of God’s power
was to be passed down from generation to
generation, and that’s the next thing we
looked at was His power.

Verse 4 that we looked at there talks about His
strength. Throughout their history, God had
proven that He was stronger than every
obstacle that Israel faced. He was more
powerful than Egypt and the Amalekites. He
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proved Himself to be greater than their thirst,
their hunger. He was able to overcome all they
faced by His great power.

As we keep looking on in this psalm, we see
not only His performance and His power, but
we also see His patience. In Psalm 78:38, it
says, But he, being full of compassion, forgave
their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea,
many a time turned he his anger away, and
did not stir up all his wrath.

While God continued to show Himself strong
on behalf of His people, Israel continually
lacked the faith to trust the Lord as they
should. However, the Bible tells us that many
a time He turned his anger away from them.
He was patient with them and led them along
in love and in grace.

Thank God we serve a patient God. How many
times has he demonstrated that to you and
me? And there have been many times when we
failed to walk in faith in the Lord, but instead
of throwing us away and taking a new people
unto Himself, He continues to love us and
work in our lives. We have a patient, loving
Lord. All I'm saying is that we can trust the
Lord with everything in our lives. We have a
God who has demonstrated His power, His
grace, His love, and His character many times
over.

Well, we've looked at this the last time we
were together and we’ve looked at this just
now briefly, the condition of the people, and
also the character of their God, and now let’s
look at the challenge for today.

Verses 6-8 in Psalm 78 says this: 6That the
generation to come might know them... Well,
what's “them”? Verse 5 tells us about that; it’s
the testimony of Jacob and that He, God,
appointed a law in Israel. They were to
remember this and know these things. And it

goes on to say ... even the children which
should be born... should know these things...
who should arise and declare them to their
children... The people were to do this. "That
they might set their hope in God, and not
forget the works of God, but keep his
commandments: 8And might not be as their
fathers, a stubborn and rebellious
generation; a generation that set not their
heart aright, and whose spirit was not
stedfast with God.

When we look at Israel’s history, we see the
way God proved Himself to them. Then, when
we consider how he has proven Himself in our
own lives and when we look at His power and
His ability, what are we to do with that
information? These verses tell us in no
uncertain terms what the Lord expects from
us in relation to these truths.

You and | face three challenges from God right
now. First of all, we're challenged to have
confidence in God. That means to trust Him.
Mark 11:22 says, And Jesus answering saith
unto them, Have faith in God. Psalm 62:8
says, Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour
out your heart before him: God is a refuge for
us. Selah. John 14:1 says, Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

These verses teach us that we are to trust God.
We are to trust Him for all our needs and in
every situation. When the world wrings its
hands in despair and doubts and asks the
question, “Can God?” we who believe the
Bible should stand forth and cry out, “God
can.” When the world looks at declining
morality, escalating violence, economic
trouble, decrease in the popularity of the
church, increasing evil, and asks the question,
“Can God?” we must be ready with the answer,
“God can.” This has always been the way it was
throughout the Bible, and it still is in today.
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I’'m reminded of Daniel in the lion’s den.
Darius spends the night wondering if God can.
Daniel enjoys the Lord’s peace and rests well,
knowing that God can. Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego... Nebuchadnezzar stood with a
smirk on his face as he sentenced the three
Hebrew boys to death and asked, “Can God?”
Those boys came out of the furnace shouting
loudly, “God can.”

And I’'m reminded of the widow of Zarepheth.
She stood watching as the prophet ate the last
of the meal and wondered, “Can God?” Three
years later she was still eating while all around
people starved, and when she finished her
meal, she could whisper, with all the
assurance of her soul, “God can.”

And I’'m reminded of the disciples on the ship.
They were afraid. They were in the midst of
the storm and thought that they were finished,
and their hearts were filled with this question,
“Can God?” But in the fourth watch of the
night, Jesus came walking on the waves,
displaying all the power of the Godhead,
reminding the disciples, “God Can. God Can.”

I remember a day when | stood condemned to
die, under conviction of sin and lost without
God. I remember feeling like I was the most
awful and sinful person who ever lived. All |
knew was that my heart was filled with the
guestion, “Can God?” But when | bowed at the
feet of Jesus and placed my faith in Him for
salvation, I heard Him shout in the depths of
my soul, “I can, I can.” I am here to tell you
that He still can. He is still God and He can.
Yes, He can. By the way, He can do it for you
too, if you are lost. If you are lost and you
don’t know Jesus as your Savior, He can save
you today.

Something else that we are challenged to do
today and that is to have confidence in God,
and we are to call to mind His past works.

Remember, in other words. Think of the times
He has delivered you when He saved you and
the times he moved mountains in your life.
Remember His power and all that He has
done. Let His past works remind you that He
is able no matter what you face in life. God is
able and He will come through for you every
time. Let the past be your reminder and learn
to trust Him no matter what. We who have
trusted Him have eternal life. We don’t have to
wait for it; we have it right now, and no one
can take that from us.

Where to trust? D.L. Moody said this: “Trust
in yourself and you're doomed to
disappointment. Trust in your friends and
they will die and leave you. Trust in money
and you may have it taken from you. Trust in
reputation and some slanderous tongue may
blast it. But trust in God and you are never to
be confounded in time or eternity.” D.L.
Moody said that.

As Christians we have no trouble believing
what the Bible says about the Lord Jesus
Christ saving all who place their trust in Him.
We know our sins have been forgiven and that
Heaven is our eternal home, but we
sometimes fail to take the Lord at His Word
when it applies to other areas of our lives.
When we learn to place what I call our
everyday trust in Christ, doubts, fears, and
uncertainties, which sometimes plague us will
have a way of disappearing. I'm not speaking
of problems that come into our lives. I'm
speaking of the doubts and fears that we let
accompany those problems. We need to turn
the doubts and fears over to God and let Him
take care of those, as well as the problems that
come into our lives.

God also carries out His plan and we are to
carry out His commandments. We are to obey
God. We're to keep our eyes on the eternal
Lord. There are many today who fail to trust
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the Lord and fail to remember that God can.
As a result, they live their lives defeated and
discouraged. It doesn’t have to be that way.
Let me invite you to come to the Lord and find
out for yourself that God can. Won't you bring
your doubts, your fears, and your questions
and lay them to rest at the feet of Jesus?

As I close, let me leave this thought in your
minds. God can. He can save you today if
you’ll turn from sin. Ask Him to turn you from
that sin. Ask Him to take that sin. And call
upon Him and receive Him as your Savior.

And if you’ve saved, you need to turn your life
over to Him and remember this, God can.

You've been listening to “It’s a Good Life
Radio.” To request a free transcript of this
program, you can write to Dr. Woodard at 497
Judith Avenue, Fruitland Park, FL 34731.
Visit our Websites, www.LRWM.org or
www.ltsAGoodLifeRadio.com. We know you
will be blessed.

This program is listener supported. Support
your local church first. Any gifts to support
this ministry can be sent to:

LRWM

497 Judith Avenue

Fruitland Park, FL 34731

Until next time, this is Doug Anderson
reminding you it’s a good life living for the
Lord. May the Lord bless you richly is our
prayer.
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